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Meet DeKalb County's Incoming
Super District 6 Commissioner - Ted Terry

The Metro South CID staff and board
would like to congratulate Ted Terry for
being elected as the new DeKalb County
Super District 6 Commissioner. Terry won
the August 11 runoff by more than 5,000
votes, filling the seat being vacated by
Kathie Gannon.

As the former mayor of Clarkston, Terry
successfully oversaw the implementation
of an extensive agenda including a $15
minimum wage for city employees,

establishment of election day as a holiday, the decriminalization of simple
marijuana possession and a commitment for Clarkston to use 100 percent
clean energy by 2050.

Terry ran a progressive campaign and has plans for affordable housing,
improved transit options, criminal justice reform and advocating for voting
rights for all in the district.

Having lived in DeKalb County for 15 years, Terry is looking forward to getting
to work in the place he calls home. In the coming months, Terry plans to meet
with each Commissioner to discuss priorities and initiatives and said he will
be transitioning his campaign efforts into encouraging DeKalb County
residents to participate in the 2020 Census.

Learn More About Ted Terry's Plans for DeKalb

DeKalb County Provides Relief for
Small Businesses During the COVID-19 Pandemic

The DeKalb County Board of Commissioners approved the DeKalb Better Business
Loan Program, a partnership with local banks to provide financial relief to small
DeKalb County businesses impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The program will be funded using $15 million from the County’s allotment of federal
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding.

The loan program was developed by DeKalb County CEO Michael Thurmond’s
administration, in cooperation with the Small Business Subcommittee of the DeKalb
COVID-19 Strategic Task Force, on which MSCID president Emory Morsberger
participates.

Read the Press Release to Learn More

DeKalb County Improves Credit Rating
Despite a Pandemic-Fueled Recession

The bond rating agency Moody’s has upgraded DeKalb County’s credit rating from
“positive” to “stable.”

The agency’s report was issued earlier this week and cited DeKalb’s “healthy and
improved financial position driven by solid management and conservative
budgeting.” The upgrade from an Aa3 to an Aa2 rating will have a positive impact on
$226 million in outstanding bonds, county officials said.

DeKalb CEO Michael Thurmond — who has converted a $25 million deficit into a
$110 million rainy day fund over his first term in office — said the improved rating was
especially meaningful in the middle of a pandemic-fueled recession.

Read More in the AJC

MSCID Supports Governor Kemp's Senate
Bill 359 Protecting Businesses and Health Providers

Metro South CID signed the Georgia COVID-19 Business Safety Act to protect
businesses from being held liable for a specific set of COVID-19 related claims
from patients contracting the virus at a place of business.

Governor Brian Kemp signed the Senate Bill 359 into law on Wednesday,
August 5, which shields businesses and health care providers from coronavirus
related lawsuits provided that companies are following proper health and safety
protocols.

Learn More About Senate Bill 359

MSCID President Emory Morsberger Joins Bisnow
Webinar on CIDs During the Pandemic

Hunter Davis from Bisnow “sat down” with MSCID president Emory Morsberger and
Chamblee Doraville CID executive director Malaika Rivers to discuss the economic
benefits CIDs bring to a community and how they are thriving during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Watch the Webinar

CID Project Updates

The CID would like to thank Russell Landscape for maintaining quality and timely
service during the COVID-19 pandemic! Check out the most recent beautification
improvements along Moreland Avenue.

Curb Cleanup on Moreland Avenue
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Learn More About MSCID's Beautification Efforts

Cedar Grove Bridge Closure

The bridge over the railroad tracks on Cedar Grove Road, just east of the
Conley Package Store, remains closed indefinitely. The CID has heard your
complaints regarding large trucks using smaller side streets, such as Moore
Road, and is aware of the disruption this inconvenience has brought to
neighborhoods in the affected area. The CID is also aware of the increased
trucking costs and commute times for logistics companies in the district brought
on by the bridge closure.

The CID has requested detour signage be placed throughout the area to better
inform and direct truckers not as familiar with this area. We value the area
residents and are sympathetic to the present situation due to the bridge closure.
The CID has begun working with business owners within the district to mobilize
the County to find a solution to this issue as quickly as possible. While the CID
understands this issue is inconvenient, we're asking for patience.

Stay tuned to the CID's social media platforms and future newsletters for
updates on the situation.

Meet the Students:

GTPC Pre-Apprenticeship Industrial

Maintenance Program

The Pre-Apprenticeship Industrial Maintenance Program at Georgia Piedmont
Technical College (GPTC) is an intensive 12-14 week program that prepares
individuals for success in the field of advanced manufacturing. The program is
geared toward unemployed and underemployed individuals who have little or
no manufacturing experience, but who wish to re-enter the workforce with new
and in-demand skills. Participants are introduced to the fundamental concepts
and skills required by industrial maintenance technicians in manufacturing.
Industrial maintenance technicians combine knowledge of mechanical
technology with knowledge of electrical and electronic circuits. The program
fee and all required materials are covered for those who meet eligibility
requirements.

GPTC invites professionals and business owners in related fields to meet these
hard-working students on Saturday, September 12. Students who complete the
program will be prepared to work in entry-level positions in manufacturing.
However, they will need on the job training and additional support once hired.
Several of the students enrolled have never worked in manufacturing or have
limited experience.

If you are interested or would like more information, please email Irvin Clark,
vice president of economic development at GTPC.
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